Mayor’s Drug Task Force Minutes
Wednesday, February 24, 2010
Members Present:  Ernest Pargas, Nadine Ulibarri-Keller, Keith Valles as proxy for Bruce Burwell, Bobbi Jo McIntire, Rocky Fernandez
Guests:  Theresa Rosales, Suzanne Barteau, Thomas Brown, Anthony Baca

1. Call to Order at 10:17am by Chairman Ernest Pargas once quorum was established.
2. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve was made by Nadine, seconded by Keith, approved unanimously.
3. Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes was made by Ernest, seconded by Bobbi Jo, approved unanimously.
4. Treasurer’s Report:  SCOPE Funding:  Balance of $2150 – recent purchase of $50 worth of gift cards from Wal-Mart.  From City Funding: Balance of$2356.83 with an ad that was placed in the El Defensor Chieftain – this ad has not hit the budget yet, so it looks as if there is no activity.
5. Public Comment:  Bobbi Jo:  States that there have been emails regarding potential budget cuts to the health council.  She provided a handout with a unified message regarding the cuts to prevention and health councils.  The special session has been moved to start on March 1.  She encourages all to call and/or contact their representatives.  Bobbi Jo also states that she was able to meet with the Principal of La Promesa following the cancellation of the planned event for the school.  She stated that at the end of the year the school has an event that includes a rock wall and presentation about substance abuse.  She wonders if we could partner with them on this event.  In addition she states that the students are able to identify drugs of abuse but could use help with some options on what to do.
6. Discussion and Deliberation

a. Request by Thomas Brown to be appointed to the MDTF:  Ernest asked Thomas to leave the room to comply with by-laws procedure.  Ernest read the letter asking for membership to the MDTF.  Thomas is the substance abuse coordinator at the Alamo Navajo Health Center.  Motion to recommend Thomas as member of the MDTF to the City Council made by Nadine, seconded by Bobbi Jo and approved by all.  Ernest will present the recommendation at the next City Council meeting.
7. Chairman’s Report:  See Examples of Positive Parenting below
8. Committee Reports:

a. Examples of Positive Parenting:  A resolution was passed at the last City Council meeting – basically the same document drafted by the committee with corrections that all had previously suggested.  Resolution met the projected time line.  Ernest will work on getting a selection committee together and will present to the MDTF and City Council for approval.  Ernest will provide a copy to Bobbi Jo so that she can post on the SCOPE website and circulate.  Suzanne with the El Defensor Chieftain will also work with the committee, following the municipal elections, to publicize and help with whatever the needs might be.
b. Teen after School Program:  Bobbi Jo states that we have done a lot of work since last meeting.  One of the five students attended the preview of the Blaine Chadwick presentation even though the weather was snowy.  Bobbi Jo gave her two gift certificates, so we still have 3 left that can be used at another time.  Finalized recommendations of the committee include:  Changes to the existing Structure/Building, Fitness and Web based learning, the TOP Curriculum, a working/ official relationship with any referral entities to the program (CYFD, JPPO, Judges) and an increase in staff.
9. New Business: none
10. Old Business:

a. UNM Echo Presentation:  A question comes up regarding the topic.  Rocky states that the most current problem for the Socorro Police Department is pills and heroin.  There are no programs that deal with this type of addiction in the community.  Bobbi Jo states that we also need to keep the focus on treatment in order to honor the results of the town hall meeting.  Rocky feels that education has its place but is of lesser importance “they know what is wrong” but we need to figure out what to do for the growing group in regards to treatment.  Thomas states that there is current funding available that works on a voucher system that is given to a given provider that then provides treatment.  (access to recovery funding)  Rocky advocates strongly for access to treatment for our community.
b. Social Host Ordinance:  Theresa has spoken with Glenn Wieringa and he feels that we have done more than any other county or municipality.  Theresa will be going to Las Cruces in April to work with Glenn on a presentation.  Theresa will be meeting with Adrian Nance on Friday and will set up a meeting for the group; Ernest will invite the City attorney.  Rocky is concerned about the ability to cite if the ordinance supersedes state statute, but is supportive of the ordinance if it is workable.
c. Review Annual Work Plan:  Suzanne comments regarding the media campaign: she states that there are a limited number of reporters and recommends a system of sending “press releases” as one way to get the media more involved.  Ernest asks if there are any guidelines.  Suzanne states that any time you want attention provide a release that gives: who, what, when, where, why and date for release.

The only other area lacking activity at this time is the relationship with the Magdalena Police Department.  Nadine questions whether we will be providing any education potential for enforcement officers?  Will need to query the police department/s.
Thomas asks whether anyone should be or is looking at opportunities for treatment.  Nadine states that at the town hall meeting, providers stated that inpatient was not the best option.  Thomas states that an open ended program that could provide as much needed time and options has shown to work.  Theresa states that the DWI Council gets $150,000 in detox funding, she asks that maybe we could assist the council to make recommendations for the use of this funding.  Rocky advocates for this effort and feels that we can make the effort and bring treatment options to Socorro.  Bobbi Jo asks that Theresa and Thomas present information about funding at the next meeting.
Next Meeting:  March 24, 2010 Socorro City Council chambers 10am-12
Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Bobbi Jo, seconded by Ernest, approved by all.
